
 



  



 

From The Rectory 
1 May 2012 

 
Dear Parish Friends 

 
On Sunday 27th May the Church celebrates the feast of Pentecost 
(formerly called ‘Whit Sunday’). On this day in our Church services we 
will read from the Acts of the Apostles and recall how ‘suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them (the disciples of Christ) were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability’. 
The act of re-reading, listening and hearing the Scriptures brings the 
yesterday of others into our experience today, it connects us with our 
Christian roots and spiritually inspires us (gives us breath and food) 
for the journey that lies ahead.  Illuminated and inspired by the Word 
of God, Bishop Stephen also wants us to review ourselves and our 
Church and through the study guide entitled ‘Transforming Presence’  
to ask ourselves critically, how can we better become the church God 
wants us to be, and how can we be better able to serve God’s world.  
We could take a critical stance and categorise ‘Transforming 
Presence’  as yet another PR gimmick from the C.of E. stable or we 
could take this an opportunity given to us by God to actively engage 
and re-imagine the Church as the first disciples were challenged to 
re-imagine their spiritual lives and practice. ‘They devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers’ and this is exactly what Bishop Stephen is saying to us 
today.  Let us set out on a new path of devotion; not a devotion to an 
institution or a Grade I listed building but to teaching, fellowship, 
breaking of bread and prayer.  
In order for us to inhabit the world distinctively as Christians, we must 
begin from first principles and if we start again are we re-imaging or 
reforming?  I think this is God placing before us a personal invitation 
to ‘reform’ as did the first disciples.  With God’s Spirit their lives 
changed and the ripples of change have never ceased moving. 
 
Love and Prayers   
Clive 



 

 



New Service Pattern  - from May 2012-04-08 

 

You will have seen elsewhere in the magazine the excellent new pattern of 

Sunday Services, starting in May 2012. 

If you feel that you may forget the new times we can send you an e-mail on the 

preceding Thursday.    If you wish to join this scheme let me have your e-mail 

address. 

Alternatively you can look at the magazine, look at our web site 

(www.sandon-church.info) , look at the church notice board or contact one of 

the churchwardens. 

 

Michael Puffett 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 

Why not come along and join us at St. Andrews at out coffee mornings on 

Tuesday 10.30am till 12.00. They are fun, any age, children and dogs are 

welcome.You may put in a request for your favourite biscuit( at the moment it 

is fig rolls).Birthdays are celebrated with a cake, not that we need any excuse 

for cakes. 

We try as much as possible not to talk about the church or religion so that 

anyone can join us .Even if you have never been in the church before you  are 

very welcome.We try to have an outing once or twice a year  to lunch at a local 

hostelry.It can get a bit rowdy but that adds to the fun. 

SO PLEASE COME ALONG. 

 

Christine Mennie 

 

Easter Flowers 
 

Thank you to the flower arrangers who made the Church look so beautiful for 

Easter Day and the Wedding on Saturday. Many people commented upon how 

wonderful the Church looked. Thank you too to everyone who made the 

delicious cakes,served in the "tearoom" or welcomed visitors and stewarded 

the Church. The event was enjoyed by those who visited and raised £190 for 

Church funds.  
 

Barbara Underwood 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

SAYF SPRING TERM 2012  
 
JUNIOR AND 77 CLUBS  
We have some vacancies in the Junior Club for boys and girls aged 7 and 
over. In the 77 Club we have a reasonable number of pre-teen and 
teenagers.  
 
This club is being developed and there are a few vacancies 77 Club 
members are involved in elections for the next round of Jack Petchey 
award winners. 
 
STAFFING 
We have had major staffing problems. Two of our Tuck Shop ladies have 
had illnesses and holiday commitments, James has not been available 
and Mr Ellis has been away having hospital visits. This has left only Mrs 
Ellis, Julie and Eileen holding things together with the temporary help of 
Mrs Dack (Tuck Shop) and Alex Dack helping with the Junior Club games 
for which we are very grateful.  
 
We must have more help for the summer term. If you are able to help, 
please come forward, part time or alternate weeks. We are in this situation 
because we have also had a few retirements recently and NO 
REPLACEMENT people waiting to take over  
SO ONCE AGAIN WE SAY - We are desperate for HELP in TUCK 
SHOP and helping to organise GAMES/ACTIVITIES.  
 
We need people with knowledge of table tennis, pool, darts, outdoor 
games (quick cricket, rounders, 5-a-side football etc), craft activities in 
Craft Corner and ability to serve, and administer the Tuck Shop. As you 
will be aware, we have 2 groups that run at the same time (Juniors and 
77). Their activities are different and separate so you would have a choice 
of which group you to help with. We are also seeking to increase our 
musical, drama and dance activities.  
 
The future of SAYF is in danger as is the 2013 panto, usually our major 
fund raising activity, planned and hall booked for Feb-half-term week.  
 
Visit our website: sayfsandon.webs.com or visit us on facebook or call Peter 

Ellis 01245 222682 
 



 



 

  

 

A New Bank in Chelmsford 
 

There is an expanding network of a new bank growing through the country and 

a branch is to be opened shortly in Chelmsford. This new bank is to be sited at 

The Waterfront, which is accessed from Wharf Road and on the plot where the 

old gas works was located years ago.  

The bank will be seeded by the Trussell Trust and will set out to alleviate some 

of the hunger that can be experienced in the city and its surrounds. Sometimes 

it is not just adults but children who are hungry too. It cannot be denied that it 

might be from somewhat chaotic circumstances that these situations arise but 

arise they do and they need help. Christians in Chelmsford are working 

together to ensure this help can be provided in a methodical manner.  

So what is the state doing about this? It can be that people are entitled to state 

benefits of one sort or another but it can be 3 days before the benefit becomes 

available. 3 days is a long time to go hungry. Have you ever tried not eating 

for just one day or even 2? But 3 days when you have probably not got decent 

housing either and your health might be poor and there is not much heating is 

very bad and not what we would want for others or for ourselves if times get 

hard. 

One of the points that became clearer during the meeting is the need to ensure 

that there is great wisdom in the distribution of food help. This help is 

envisaged to be in the form of a package to provide 3 days food for those who 

are not necessarily homeless but may still be destitute. Of course some may try 

to get more than their fare share and it won’t sort out all their difficulties but it 

is a help and a way in which folk in Chelmsford and particularly those in the 

churches can work together for the benefit of the whole community. 

However prior to distribution there are two other stages, namely collection and 

storage. The team are working to organise people in the different churches to 

collect food; perhaps using the free one of ‘buy one get one free’. The type of 

foodstuffs they are looking are those that can be stored and they list UHT or 

powdered milk, sugar, fruit juice in cartons, soup, pasta sauces, cereals, tea 

bags, rice, pasta, biscuits, snack bars tinned products such as sponge puddings, 

tomatoes, puddings, fruit, meat or fish and instant coffee or instant mashed 

potatoes. 

If you would like to donate then do say in church. If you would like to help 

then do likewise. It is hoped to be running during the course of the late spring 

or summer. And of course if you can or cannot do anything tangible then your 

prayers will be valued. 

Richard Cecil 



  

 

Church Yard Guidelines for St.Andrews Church Sandon. 

General and Canon Laws issued by the Church of England. 
 

Due to the hard work of volunteers, those who look after the graves, grass 

cutters and those who keep the Garden of Remembrance in excellent order 

the Churchyard at Sandon is looking beautiful. Unfortunately we as officers 

of the Church are bound by very strict rules issued by the Church of 

England. These differ greatly from Municipal graveyards. 

Before we can do anything in the churchyard we have to obtain permission 

from the diocese, which is a lengthy undertaking. Each step is inspected 

before we can go ahead. With this in mind I would like to remind those 

attending their graves of certain rules. 

1. Where a flower vase is included in the base of the headstone, fresh 

flowers or cuttings from shrubs or bushes may be placed in the base. 

NO ARTIFICIAL OR PLASTIC FLOWERS OF ANY KIND ARE 

ALLOWED. 

2. Poppies on Remembrance Sunday and wreaths at Christmas are allowed 

These will be removed after several weeks. 

3, The width and length of the grave must remain. 

4. No edging, fencing, or artificial enclosure of any kind is allowed. 

5. NO ORNAMENTS, BALLOONS, CARDS OR LIGHTS ARE 

ALLOWED and will be removed. 

6. No large shrubs or conifers are allowed... 
 

I reiterate that as officers of St Andrews we have to abide by these very 

strict rules and we understand that it can be very upsetting for those 

attending the graves. 

If you could remember that just flowers and wreaths and small plants are 

allowed on the graves. 

Thank you to all the people who enable us to keep the churchyard at 

Sandon to an excellent standard. 

The rules of the Churchyard are on the notice board near the gate. 
 

By order of the Church Wardens and PCC. 

 


